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Principalõs Message 

 

 

Happy New Year and greetings to you!  I hope this 3rd 

edition of the 2009-2010 Knight Moves finds you 

pleased with the progress your child is making this 

school year.  January was a very busy month for our 

students and teachers.  The first semester ended, 2nd benchmark tests were given, 

8th grade students took mid term exams in high school credit courses, and the re-

lated arts rotation continued. 

 

School provides an opportunity for students to achieve academically, socially, and 

physically.  At FMS, we offer a comprehensive, rigorous curriculum, and we also 

offer many opportunities to excel physically and socially.  As we begin a new year 

and the 2nd semester, please join me in encouraging your son or daughter to be-

come active in a club or sport.  Late winter and early spring offer many opportuni-

ties for students to participate in a new activity including our schoolôs Relay for 

Life team and Hoops for Heart.  Additionally, 7th and 8th graders will have try-outs 

for spring sports.  A new activity can provide students with a new purpose and fo-

cus.  Please continue to look for school information in our Tuesday Folder com-

munications, newsletters, and on our schoolôs website. 

 

I hope you enjoy this edition of our newsletter.  I look forward to seeing you at 

upcoming events and continuing our tradition of excellence throughout this school 

year. 
 

 

 

Michelle Morgan, Principal 
 



                                       Letter from the PTA President 
 

 

Jennifer Vestal Moore 

2009-2010 FMS PTA President 

Jenmo7@aol.com 385-1103 
 

 

A New Year of Hope??!!! 

Itôs at the turning of the new year that we have a tendency to look back and reflect over the pre-

vious year.  Usually, I find this to be fun and useful as I approach the new year with great ea-

gerness and excitement.  However, on Sunday, January 3, I was watching the CBS morning 

news with Charles Osgood.  One of the reporters was doing a segment on the past year and 

went on to evaluate what had taken place not only in 2009, but since we are now in a new dec-

ade the reporter included many events of 2000.  After showing one horrible crisis after the next, 

the reporter said we havenôt found a word bad enough that can truly define the last decade.  My 

heart sank.  I guess if for the last 20 minutes you have only talked about war, terrorist attacks, 

hurricanes, unemployment, and the economy; it would be hard to find a word that could truly 

define all of those negative events. 

 

Yes, we could certainly wallow in the bad of the world, but instead I began to focus on the 

hope; most specifically the hope that I see when I walk through the halls of Forest Middle 

School.  I see teachers with great smiles eager to share their wisdom with inquiring students.  I 

see students with hope in their eyes as they work towards their dreams of finding a cure for can-

cer, or instead of sitting at their desk as a student look forward to the day that they are the one 

teaching, and I see students who might one day be able to finally figure out why the reverse 

lights on my van keep going out.  The hope in the eyes of these students is exciting and conta-

gious. 

 

The same is true each time I head to a PTA meeting at Forest Middle School.  I see the great 

work that each member of the Executive Committee does individually and collectively and the 

hope that they have for the success of the program they are leading.  Each member of the PTA 

takes their responsibilities seriously and they are an incredible gift of hope to the FMS commu-

nity. 

 

By the end of this year, our eighth grade students will be moving onto high school and  by the 

end of the decade all of our current students will have graduated from high school and many 

from college.  Our FMS students are the hope of this world and we, parents, teachers, adminis-

trators, and PTA board members, have been given the joy and tasked with the awesome respon-

sibility to help them find their place in the world where they will succeed. 

 

My hope for you is that the next ten years will be a decade of hope where you and your student 

will find all kinds of opportunities and possibilities to grow and be part of the success of our 

wonderful school, community, and world. 

 

Have a blessed and hope-filled 2010!      

Jennifer Vestal Moore 
FMS PTA President 
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We want you!   
 

The FMS PTA has been blessed with wonderful parent volunteers this year.  However, 

when our 8th grade students graduate in June, they will be taking their parents with them. 

 

There are many ways to serve our school community.  I promise the time commitment is 

extremely reasonable.  As an added benefit you get to work alongside wonderful, creative people who are truly 

gifted in the programs that they are responsible for. 

 

As you think about your New Yearôs resolutions, please also think about how you might use your talents for the 

benefit of our students and the success of our school. 

 

Please talk to me or to any of the members of our PTA Executive Board and let us know where you would like to 

serve.  We would like to have all of our 2010-2011 members in place by our March 8, Executive Board meeting so 

that we will have a full slate of volunteers ready to be voted on at our May 10, PTA General meeting. 

 

Want to check us out before you make the decision to join us?  Please feel free to come to our Executive Board 

meeting on March 8, at 7:00pm in Mrs. Brandtôs room.  We look forward to seeing you! 

 

Blessings, 

Jennifer Vestal Moore 

FMS PTA President 

Jenmo7@aol.com 385-1103 

The annual Forest Middle School Spelling Bee took place on Thurs-

day, January 7, 2010.  Twelve eager spellers entered the competition, 

but only one speller was able to secure the title of FMS Spelling Bee 

Champion.   After twenty-eight rounds and one hundred twenty-five 

words, seventh grader Tyler Johnson correctly spelled the winning 

word ñmomentary.ò  Tyler will proudly represent FMS at the Bedford 

County District Bee in February.  Eighth grader Jessica Blankenship 

was a fantastic competitor and will attend the District Bee if Tyler is 

unable to compete.  Congratulations to all of our spellers. 
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