Staunton River Middle School

Parent Bulletin

January 14, 2010
Eighth grade registration for 2010-2011

We are now preparing our 8th grade students to register for their high school classes.  On January 25th there will be several important meetings for parents and students.

1:10
Students meet with high school teachers at SRMS

6:00
Families meet with pre-Advanced Placement teachers in the SRHS library

6:30
Families meet in the SRHS auditorium for campus tours

7:00
Families meet in the SRHS auditorium with principal, counselors and teachers 

These are informative and important meetings.  Parents are strongly encouraged to attend the evening sessions.

Thinking Maps: A Language for Learning
Over the next few weeks, all SRMS teachers will be training for Thinking Maps.  Thinking Maps are visual representations of eight cognitive skills.  These are maps for a student’s academic content.  There is evidence that demonstrates the effectiveness of these visual tools for use throughout the school.  Statistics show a significant impact on reading comprehension and school-wide test performance.  One map is “Multi-Flow” and it shows cause and effect.  It has been included to show how content is framed.  You will be seeing the students using various maps in all their classes. 
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PTA Skate Night

Please join us at the Firehouse Skate and Play in Vinton on February 4th from 6:00 to 8:30.  This is a fun event for the entire family.  Remember that all students must be accompanied by a supervising adult from 6:00 to 8:30.  This is not a drop-off activity.  We had good attendance at our last skate night and a good time was had by all! 
On April 15th the SRMS general meeting will be in the SRHS auditorium at 7:00 p.m.  The topic will be teen depression and suicide prevention. 
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Important Dates to Remember:
January 18


School Closed – Martin Luther King Day

January 20


End of Grading Period – 2 Hour Early Dismissal
January 25


21st Century winter session begins

January 27


Report Cards Go Home
February 11


School Closed 
Parent Teacher Conferences – 12:00 -7:00 p.m.
February 12


School Closed – Teacher Work Day

February 19


Spring Picture Day
February 19-22

Interim Reports go home

March 4


PTA Board Meeting – 6:00 p.m.

March 5


School Closed – Late Winter Holiday

March 15


Follow-Up Interims

March 16


6th &7th Grade Band Concert – 6:30

March 29


End of Grading Period – 2 Hour Early Dismissal
April 5-9


School Closed – Spring Break

April 15


PTA Meeting/Program at SRHS 
Reading comprehension weaknesses are a concern





Teachers see that students lack a meaningful link to their learning





Visual representations improve student performance





SRMS teachers and students learn about Thinking Maps





Students and teachers have a common visual language





Students become aware of the thinking skills that drive their learning.





There is an improvement in school-wide student performance








