Staunton River Middle School 

Three Year Plan for Improving Math Performance

2008-2011

I. Implement the VDOE and Bedford County curriculum frameworks.

a. Focus on concepts constructed through active learning experiences in addition to skills.

b. Build on students’ concrete reasoning experiences developed in the elementary grades by moving from concrete to representation to abstract.

c. Adopt and implement a school-wide strategy for using a variety of representations – pictures, tables, graphs, and words – to solve problems.

d. Implement student writing and written expression into math instruction.

II. Create a schedule for regular intervention within the school day.

a. Implement a Guided Study program for all students who demonstrate performance below the standard on SOL and/or benchmark assessments.

b. Integrate student-centered activities in lessons.

c. Utilize Study Island sessions.

d. Imbed extra math instruction into the schedule – semester long for 8th grade and nine weeks long for 6th and 7th grade.

III. Engage staff in professional development in mathematics instruction.

a. Train teachers to use SMARTboards, personal response clickers, portaportal and United Streaming.

b. Train teachers to encourage students to explore multiple solutions.

c. Train teachers to use Study Island and ARDT.

d. Hold regular teacher meetings to collaborate, share student samples and unify procedures.

e. Provide training in the use of instructional strategies that will assist teachers in consistently implementing a variety of teaching strategies in the classroom.

f. Provide training for Benchmark and Inform in order for teachers to make data driven decisions.

g. Provide training for test taking strategies.

IV. Employ research based strategies to effectively address the learning and assessment needs of the disabled students.

a. Utilize VGLA collections for students needing alternative testing.

b. Establish a VGLA committee and meet at least monthly to review VGLA collections and maintain adherence to VGLA guidelines.

c. Examine the current schedule in order to increase special education students’ access to general curriculum and support collaboration efforts.

d. Challenge the current schedule by creatively meeting the needs of students. (Dual scheduling for content, cross grade level resources, etc.)

e. Examine the schedule for more efficient use of time for special education teachers to become more content specific.

f. Examine the schedule to find appropriate planning time for collaboration between special education and general education teachers.

g. Incorporate the use of technology to both engage the students and demonstrate their progress.

h. Division training will be provided to collaborative teams of general and special education teachers and administrators.

V. Inform parents and community of the school’s work and progress towards the school improvement goals.

a. Post the School Improvement Plan on the school website.

b. Explore and avenue for keeping parents informed of math strategies and concepts.

